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necessary for our public men — the President, Mr. 
Root, Mr. Taft, Ambassador Reid and others, — 
openly to reprimand and " stamp on " these calum- 
nious, mischievous utterances, in order to prevent the 
tie of sincere friendship which has always bound 
Japan to us from being severed. 

It has been a painful spectacle all round, but it 
has been the natural, inevitable fruit of war, whose 
spirit of discord has no respect for race, or bounda- 
ries, or ties even of kindred and the deepest and most 
sacred friendship. Happily other forces, the forces 
of reason, good sense and conscience, have been acting 
too, and it is cause of rejoicing that these are saving 
us from what might easily have become a great and 
appalling calamity. 

The New Arbitration Treaties. 

The failure of the Hague Conference to agree 
upon a general treaty of obligatory arbitration has 
not seriously interfered with the steady progress of 
the movement for the general application, under 
treaty stipulation, of arbitration to the settlement of 
controversies between nations. Under the circum- 
stances, of course, the movement is forced still to 
make its way in a fragmentary and irregular manner. 
But it goes forward, nevertheless, under the impul- 
sion of its own previously acquired momentum, and 
there is not the least reason to doubt that it will 
reach its consummation in due time. Indeed, it has 
already won its case, and any further question about 
it is one of detail only. 

The new treaty with France, negotiated by Secre- 
tary Root, was ratified by the United States Senate, 
in secret session, on February 19. In an interview 
with the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Mr. Root stated that the governments with whom 
Secretary Hay had signed treaties — the treaties 
which failed to go into effect because of disagree- 
ment between the President and the Senate — had 
consented to change them so as to meet the views of 
the Senate. All these modified treaties will, then, 
shortly be sent to the Senate for ratification, and it 
is understood that Secretary Root will negotiate simi- 
lar treaties with the other nations. The President 
has, of course, waived objection to the Senate's point 
of view, as otherwise no treaties could be concluded. 

The substance of the treaty with France is con- 
tained in the following articles : 

" Differences which may arise of a legal nature or re- 
lating to the interpretation of treaties existing between 
the two contracting parties, and which it may not have 
been possible to settle by diplomacy, shall be referred to 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration established at The 
Hague by the Convention of July 29, 1899, provided, 
nevertheless, that they do not affect the vital interest, 
the independence or the honor of the two contracting 
States and do not concern the interest of third parties. 

" In each individual case the high contracting parties, 



before appealing to the Permanent Court of Arbitration, 
shall conclude a special agreement defining clearly the 
matter in dispute, the scope of the powers of the arbi- 
trators and the periods to be fixed for the formation of 
the arbitral tribunal and the several stages of the pro- 
cedure. It is understood that on the part of the United 
States such special agreements will be made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, and on the part of France they 
will be subject to the procedure required by the consti- 
tutional laws of France." 

At first thought it may appear that little is gained 
by such a treaty, which is only a general agreement 
to make a special agreement to submit to arbitration 
certain kinds of controversy that may arise. But 
in reality it has great moral force. It is a public 
pledge on the part of the whole nation, through the 
treaty-making power, to submit certain of its contro- 
versies with the other ppwer to the International 
Court of Arbitration which it has assisted in creating. 
The fact that the submission will have to be passed 
upon by the Senate as well as the President is not 
likely to change the ultimate result, except in the 
remotest possible contingency. 



Remonstrances Against the Increase of 
the Navy. 

The vigorous remonstrances against the further in- 
crease of the navy which have been signed and sent to 
Congress from different parts of the country have re- 
vealed clearly the rapidly growing strength of the oppo- 
sition to the big navy policy which has become more and 
more aggressive and insistent at Washington. The 
following protest was sent from Boston on February 20, 
signed by one hundred and thirty-two of the clergymen 
of the city and vicinity, and eight other Boston ministers 
have since sent in their signatures : 

" We, whose names are undersigned, ministers of 
religion of the city of Boston and vicinity, voicing, as 
we believe, the sentiments of large numbers of American 
citizens, respectfully express to you our earnest hope 
that the present Congress will not go further in what 
seems to us the needless and hazardous enlargement of 
the United States navy. Believing that America should 
be the leader among the peacemakers of the earth, we 
cannot but look with regret and alarm on the further 
multiplication of battleships, not only because of the 
disastrous influence which this is likely to have upon the 
temper and fortunes of our own people, but because it is 
well-nigh certain, through its stimulation of the spirit of 
rivalry in other countries, to retard the limitation and 
reduction in the armaments of nations, for which a sorely 
burdened world has long been waiting." 

Among the signers are many of the most eminent 
ministers of the city, Protestant, Catholic and Jewish. 
The New York clergymen's protest is as follows, signed 
by about three hundred of the ministers of the city and 



